
Gospel Reading   -   5th Sunday of Lent  

Jn 8:1-11 "Go away and do not sin anymore" 
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area,  

and all the people started coming to him, 

and he sat down and taught them. 

Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman 

who had been caught in adultery 

and made her stand in the middle. 

They said to him, 

“Teacher, this woman was caught 

in the very act of committing adultery. 

Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. 

So what do you say?” 

They said this to test him, 

so that they could have some charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.  

But when they continued asking him, 

he straightened up and said to them, 

“Let the one among you who is without sin 

be the first to throw a stone at her.” 

Again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 

And in response, they went away one by one, 

beginning with the elders. 

So he was left alone with the woman before him. 

Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, 

“Woman, where are they? 

Has no one condemned you?” 

She replied, “No one, sir.” 

Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. 

Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” 

 

This story presents a delicate balance between justice and 

mercy and forgiveness and accountability for sin 
 

 

by Fr. Tommy Lane 

What a contrast 

between the cruelty of 

the scribes and 

Pharisees and the 

compassion of Jesus in 

our Gospel (John 8:1-

11). The scribes and 

Pharisees had no 

regard for the woman; 

they were only 

interested in using her 

to try to trap Jesus. 

She was a pawn in 

their game of chess; 

[8:6] Cf. Jer 17:13 (RSV): 

“Those who turn away 

from thee shall be 

written in the earth, for 

they have forsaken the 

LORD, the fountain of 

living water”; cf. Jn 7:38. 

 

Whoever believes in 

me, as scripture says: 

Rivers of living 

water* will flow from 

within him.’” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/8?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/8?6#51008006
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jer/17?13#30017013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/7?38#51007038
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/7?38=#51007038-1


 

Questions: 

1. The Pharisee’s motive:  Concern for Law-keeping 
or something more despicable? 
 

2. Why did Jesus not judge the woman? 
 

 
3.  Jesus bends down and begins to write in the earth. And this is all done in silence. What does 

this mean? 

- Did Jesus write a verse from Jeremiah? 

“All who abandon you will be put to shame, those who turn from you will be registered 
in the underworld [or more literally, “written on the earth”] since they have abandoned 

Yahweh, the fountain of living water” (Jeremiah 17:13) 

4. What reasons can you suggest to explain why the Evangelist apparently didn’t consider what 

Jesus wrote significant enough to merit inclusion in this section in the Fourth Gospel? 

 

 

The story of the woman caught in adultery is a later insertion here, missing from all early 

Greek manuscripts. A Western text-type insertion, attested mainly in Old Latin translations, 

it is found in different places in different manuscripts: here, or after Jn 7:36 or at the end 

of this gospel, or after Lk 21:38, or at the end of that gospel. There are many non-

Johannine features in the language, and there are also many doubtful readings within the 

passage. The style and motifs are similar to those of Luke, and it fits better with the 

general situation at the end of Lk 21: but it was probably inserted here because of the 

allusion to Jer 17:13 (cf. note on Jn 8:6) and the statement, “I do not judge anyone,” in Jn 

8:15. The Catholic Church accepts this passage as canonical scripture. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/7?36#51007036
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/21?38#50021038
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/21?#50021000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jer/17?13#30017013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/8?6#51008006
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/8?15#51008015
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/8?15#51008015

